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CR Success Learning

Welcome to the wonderful, whimsical world of Once Upon a 
Pigeon and Other Retold Fables: a world wherein frogs become 
movie stars and pigs host picnics, where friendships bridge 
differences (and species!), and where lessons are waged and won. 

Designed as a decodable reader, Once Upon a Pigeon features 16 
humorous, thoughtful stories, each emphasizing increasingly more 
complex phonetic structures and linguistic concepts. The series 
makes an excellent tool for improving reading skills among young 
and new English learners of all ages, while also providing a rich 
springboard for character building activities and discussions. 

Once Upon a Pigeon and Other Retold Fables is part of a complete 
curriculum package designed for emerging readers when coupled 
with CR Success Learning’s Connect & Reflect Book (sold 
separately). The fables may be used alone or with the Connect & 
Reflect Book to engage and inspire connective, reflective reading—
all while Creating Reading Success!
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Sydney Pigeon studies her reflection in the dressing 
room mirror. The bird she sees is NOT showy. She is 
gray and dreary and, well, ordinary.

Sydney rips out the page of advice from her 
Fashion Fowl magazine. These “tips” were meant 
for a flashy bird, not for her! 

Once Upon a Pigeon
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Oh, how will she ever win Battle of the Beaks: 
Songbird Superstar? And to think, just an hour until 
show time. What to do? 

If only I were a parrot or a canary, thinks Sydney. 
I’d be pretty and colorful and . . . Aha! Sydney has an 
idea.

She slips into the backstage hallway. Magpie 
is down the hall, staring at herself in the window. 
“Looking good, baby!” Magpie wears too much 
rouge.

She does not notice the tug on her tuft as Sydney 
passes. Now Sydney sports a black feather tail. Not a 
bad start, but she needs more. Much more . . .

Tip #1: 
Always dress in 
showy feathers.

Tip #2: 
Blue is your 

“power” color.

Tip #3: 
Wear red for 

mystery.
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Meanwhile, outside the Sky Theater, the weather 
is hotter than steaming minnow soup. Birds fan 
themselves with their wings. Others flap in the 
fountain.

Usher Owl opens the door. The sparrows rush in 
first to claim the best seats. 

Sydney panics backstage. Time is running out! 
She sees Cardinal hanging upside down, hypnotizing 
himself.

“You will win, you WILL win,” he chants, his 
eyes closed. Sydney swipes a new red wing feather. 
Cardinal keeps chanting.

Next, Sydney pretends to trip on Peacock’s tail. 
“Excuse me!” she shouts brashly, tucking two of 
Peacock’s fallen blue feathers into her wing. The 
“power” color! Peacock clucks and struts on.
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Twenty feathers later, Sydney takes the stage. The 
judges gasp.

A fancy feathered pigeon? Amazing!

“Too hot,” Host Flamingo cries. “The room, I mean. 
Turn on the fans!”

Clapping wings agree.

The fans blow like cyclones. Sydney freezes in 
horror as her “borrowed” feathers fly upwards. They fill 
the room like drifts of rainbow snow.

“My dearest tuft!” mourns Magpie.

“Turn it OFF!” bellows Flamingo, a white plume 
stuck in his beak.
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And then . . . silence. Sydney holds her breath.

Angry eyes gawk as a lone blue feather floats onto 
her head. She wants to fly away. But instead, she 
clears her throat and begins to sing.

Her flowing voice is bright and colorful.
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So colorful the judges forget – well, almost. 
Sydney is still disqualified for cheating and must 
return each feather with an apology.

But after the show, Director Crow finds her. “You 
would have been our next Songbird Superstar,” he 
tells her. “If only you had been yourself.”

“Is that true?” Sydney sighs. She stands for a long 
while, thinking.

Outside, the twilight is cool. “Songbird Sydney!” 
a group cheers. A young swallow offers her a rainbow 
feather coat.

But Sydney politely declines. Why? Because the 
feathers on that coat may be special, but they are not 
her own.
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Yes, Sydney has decided that being her own gray 
self isn’t so bad after all.

Tonight, it doesn’t feel plain or ugly or even 
ordinary.

It just feels right.

The End
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